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Upcoming Events: 

Holiday Home Tours  

Sunday, Dec. 11th, 1 pm 

Look for more information in 
the newspaper and flyers 
soon!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first brick schoolhouse, was a two-story building, built in Nevada in 1858. It 
was located on the corner of 5th Street and I Avenue, facing West. Otis Briggs, a 
member of the original board of education, purchased the bell for the school in 
1859. The cost was equivalent to the value of 80 acres of Story County land.  
The Bell was placed inside an eight sided cupola surmounting the brick 
schoolhouse. It would ring out to remind children of the village to begin their 
school day. The schoolhouse was the scene of gatherings and significant 
incidents that were history-making.  In 1865, it had rung out joyfully when word 
reached the little village that the civil war was over. Fourteen days later, it slowly 
tolled at the sad word of the death of beloved President, Abraham Lincoln, 
which was learned by telegraph. Story County residents assembled for a 
memorial service at the schoolhouse honoring Abraham Lincoln. The bell 
would also be rung for village fires. A boy, named Izaac Hawthorne, got a 
“licking” for ringing it as a fire alarm when there was no fire.  A yellow frame 
building was added in 1865 when enrollment increased, and stood north of the 
block in about the middle of the street now known as I Avenue. The bell hung 
in the first brick schoolhouse until 1876 when the new building, which stood 
on 9th and J Avenue, later known as Central grade building, replaced the first 
brick schoolhouse and the yellow frame building. 

The two outgrown buildings and the lots upon which they stood were sold to T. 
E. Alderman, father of Mrs. Minnie A. Mills. Mr. Alderman wrecked the brick 
structure, using some of its material in the construction of the residence. For a 
number of years was occupied as a home by his son, Oscar Alderman and 
family, it stood there until a few years ago. The yellow frame building was used 
as a horse barn for number of years until it was torn down. 
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Meet Me At The Victory Bell  



In 1942, George Connolly, who had been given the original 1859 schoolhouse 
bell by William Briggs, son of Otis Briggs, presented it to the school. The tower 
was designed to resemble the tower the bell was enclosed in on the first brick 
schoolhouse. It was dedicated on September 11, 1942. It sat between the 1908 
science building and the 1918 High School building, in front of the 1875 Central 
building. Pep rallies often took place around the bell, it was referred to as the 
Victory Bell.  

‘“It is veneration of traditions such as this that makes our American Democracy 
what it is,” said Chas. H. Hall, guest speaker. Time was when the bell’s clear sweet 
tones could be heard a distance of two miles- but that was eighty-three years ago 
when the little village- and the bell- were new. 

The erection of the Victory Tower has been largely a labor of love --Lew A. Larsen 
said it’s masonry would be his very best - and it is. Mr. Larsen who lacked it six 
months of becoming an alumnus of N.H.S., let Jack Belcher, who makes his home 
with him, lay the first and last brick. The octagonal tower was the handiwork of 
Supt. H.C. Engelbrecht and Al Letich– and is perfect. The dedicatory plaque is 
the artistry of Willis Sylvester - a high school alumnus. The bell itself is the gift to 
the Nevada schools of George Connolly who had received it from the late Wm. 
Briggs, Mr. Connolly, whose name appears upon the dedicatory plaque, and who 
had treasured the bell for many years, was called upon last night during the 
ceremony around the Victory Tower and made a few appropriate remarks...He was 
the first to enter the tower for the ringing of the historic bell. His granddaughter, 
Marcia Connolly, N.H.S sophomore, acted as M.C. as the large audience formed a 
semicircle about the tower. The bell was rung by Bill Sapp as representative of the 
high school, Clarice Maland as representative of Junior High and Larry Houston 
for grades.  

While the bell itself has for many years outlived the usefulness for which it was 
originally purchased-yet its value in sentiment and as a memento of the early days 
is immeasurable. 

Its return to school at this time seems epochal for it would be but repeating history 
to ring for the cities of our Armed Forces and for the men and women of the 
Nevada schools who are scattered all over the globe. Again, could it speak. it 
would utter a prayer to speed the day when it may again ring  announcing the end 
of another great conflict.’ (Nevada Evening Journal, 1942)  

In 2016, with the help of volunteers and Nevada Community School Alumni, 
Linda Griffith at the helm, the bell was placed once again on The Nevada 
Community School grounds. It’s new home is front of the Central Elementary 
building. In addition to the bell getting a new tower, a time capsule was buried in 
the southwest corner of the concrete base that holds the bell. The time capsule 
contains a copy of the Nevada Journal, the article of the girls’ basketball team 
going to state, a Nevada Community School paper and information on the bell.  

 

The Bell Tower dedicated in 

September 1942 

 

Below, The Bell Tower completed 
in September 2016.  
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Victorian Life from the Child’s View 
This Summer on July 14th, thirteen young children experienced what it might have been to have lived as a 
child around 1900.  A little history lesson about who Victoria was and how a whole era has been named for 
her came first.  Then they were divided into groups with one group going into the kitchen to mix up a batch of 
cookies with adult assistant Bridget Dirks while another group, with the help of Jessica Eyanson and Maxine 
Harms, engaged in cleaning chores.  Using a rug beater they cleaned a rug, then they cleaned the silver flatware 
pieces until they shone.  The groups exchanged with the kitchen crew making lemonade from fresh squeezed 
lemons and the cleaning crew made sure the fringe on the area carpets in the parlors laid straight.  Once chores 
were completed it was time to engage in some fun.  They had a choice of coloring pictures of Victorian rooms 
since the Crayola Company had released an eight pack of crayons in the year 1902 or they could create cards to 
be placed in a zoetrope, a carousal that when spun would make the drawings on the cards move. This 
invention was like first motion pictures for home entertainment.   They 
also used the stereoscope cards to see 3D from history.  The morning 
ended with them eating their sack lunch, cookies and lemonade while 
playing a few games from the era. 

 

Above: Some of the children listening to a story, some help make cookies.  

Below: Children helped clean the rugs with a rug beater. Children enjoyed making 
and watching their zoetrope.  



Past Events 

Page 4 Volume 7, Issue 4 

Even though it was a little damp on August 26th, there were a few intrepid “ghosts” 
of mayors past in Nevada’s Downtown who provided a little historical fodder for the 
entertainment of the public. Our current Mayor, Lynn Lathrop portrayed Judge 
George Albert Kellogg, the first mayor of the town of Nevada. Kris Corbin portrayed 
Theodore Plaskitt “Jack” Worsley, the first mayor of the City of Nevada. Linda 
Wright played his wife, Elfa Emazetta Lockridge Worsley, who was also the daughter 
of William Lockridge, an earlier mayor. Other mayors portrayed were Rev. Carman 
Edward Lookingbill, John Clinton Briggs, Francis Clayton “Babe” Tarman, Clifford 
W. Padelford, Col. Herbert Erwin Hadley, Homer Cullen Boardman, and Mabel 
Janet (Gates) Wadsworth, daughter of William Gates. Each actor was located in the 
area where a building stood that was associated with the mayor they were playing.  

Thank you to Dorian Myhre, who researched and wrote the scripts, to Kris Corbin who recruited the actors. 
Also big thank you to the actors and tour guides.  
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Downtown Mayoral Walk 



Did you see the cow in the parade? The Society was in the parade thanks to a sponsor! With the hard work of  
board members, a float was made. Board members, Jessica Eyanson and Linda Wright walked while Henry 
Corbin drove the float. Two young helpers, Peyton and Clarabelle Eyanson, also tossed out candy from the 
float.  

Past Events 
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Lincoln Highway Days Parade  

Henry Corbin, driving his tractor 
pulling the float.  

Jessica Eyanson, handing out candy  

Peyton Eyanson, throwing out candy.  

Not Pictured: Linda Wright, Clarabelle 
Eyanson 

Pictures: Nevada Journal  

Briggs Tractor Ride & Show 

The First Annual Tractor Ride and Show was enjoyed by many! Sunday, 
September 24th, was a beautiful day for drivers to take their tractors out 
for a ride in the country.  There were two different routes each could take,  
one short and one long. After the ride, drivers came back to Evergreen 
Lane to enjoy delicious food from Hickory Park.  Then the drivers show-
cased their tractors for anyone to come see.  

Thank you to all that participated in 
the ride and those that came to see 
the tractors as well.  It was a great 

group and a great time! We’ll see you next year!  

If you are interested in taking part in the event for next year, make sure 
to contact us! We would love to have you join the fun!  



Nevada History 

George Child  
 

George Child was born in Bath, New Hampshire, on December 15, 1832. He  came west 
in 1850 to Peoria, Illinois, and in the fall of 1854 moved to Nevada, Iowa. He married 
Lavina A. Hall in October 1853. She was born April 14, 1831. The couple had eleven 
children of whom seven survived Mr. Child. 
 
George Child served seven years as Sheriff of Story County, resigning to 
enlist at the beginning of the Civil War in 1862. He enlisted in Company K, 32nd Iowa 
Infantry and was chosen First Lieutenant.  
This was Colonel John Scott’s regiment, who also hailed from Nevada. On one mission, 
they freed some slaves held captive in shackles. They sent the shackles back to the Story 

County Sheriff. Though doubtful they were ever used, they were kept for a while as a souvenir of the war. He 
returned to Nevada following an honorable discharge in 1865.  
 
Mr. Child tried several business ventures. He was engaged with his 
brother-in-law in the dry goods and grocery business. He also 
owned a livery barn. When Mr. J. C. Lovell, who owned the other 
livery in town, boasted about the speed of his horse, Mr. Child 
challenged him to a race. At stake was a parcel of land. Mr. Lovell 
won the race and the land but after the race Mr. Child bought the 
horse. Rumor had it that after the acquisition, Mr. Child then 
bragged about owning the fastest horse in town! 
 
George Child was a member of the Grand Army of the Republic 
and of Nevada Lodge No. 99 of Masons. Mr. Child, using local 
black walnut logs, built the third home in Nevada (presently 335 J Avenue). The oak floorboards were from the 
first logs cut at Jarius Chandler’s sawmill near Cambridge. Although moved from its original location, the 
cabin still stands as a tribute to the struggles and the joys of early pioneer life in Nevada. The Nevada 
Community Historical Society now owns the site. Lavina died November 12, 1881. George died on March 10, 
1904, at his home in Nevada. They are buried in the Nevada Cemetery. 

The George Child Log House, located at 1204 H Ave, is Nevada’s 
oldest standing building. In 1854, George Child migrated from 
Illinois to Nevada by oxen and covered wagon. His was the third 
house built in Nevada– then at the corner 4th and J Avenue. It 
was purchased and restored by the Nevada Rotary Club in 1975 as 
a bicentennial project and presented to the historical society on 
July 4, 1980.  
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The Child Log House being uncovered in the 1970’s. 



Donations Spotlight 

Creative Costumes decided to close their door after years and years of renting out costumes for all types of 
occasions, especially Halloween. When the Society heard of their closing, we wanted to take part in the 
liquidating of their inventory. Through monetary donations of Nevada residents, the Society was able to 
purchase some outfits that would work best for several events that are held all year round.  The Society is very 
appreciative to the Creative Costumes owners, Vicki Tendall and Reta Lyon, for working with us and being so 
kind as we continue to work together. To the residents that donated money to the costume fund, Thank you! 
The Society would not have been able to purchase the costumes without your help and we appreciate it!  
The Society has gotten use of many of the costume purchases already in events like The Downtown Walk and 
the LHD parade. 

NEWS FROM THE PAST AND FOR THE FUTURE Page 7 October 2016 

What is it? 
The ‘What is it’ item is an antique carpet stretcher widely used 
about 100 years ago when carpets were much narrower because 
of  smaller looms. The carpets were taken up each spring for 
cleaning, and the strips were then stretched while being laid back 
into place.  

In a 1902 Sears, Roebuck and Company catalogue, in which the 
tool retails for 30 cents, stated: “Easy to operate and warranted 
no to injure the finest carpet...hold the carpet in position, thus 
giving the operator the free use of both hands.”  

Answer: Carpet Stretcher 



Third Grade Cubs learn about Nevada History 

School Activities 
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Home School Tour 
A group about twenty home school students and guardians took a 
tour of Evergreen Lane this summer.  The children were eager to learn 
about the history of Nevada, and what life was like then. They enjoyed 
seeing all the interesting artifacts around the house, along with its rich 
history. The George Child Log house and the Halley schoolhouse 
were also enjoyed. Learning about chores as a pioneer child in mid 
1800’s, as well as how to behave in school and what is expected of 
you, there and at home.  

  

Some third grade Nevada Cubs were given tours of Evergreen 
Lane, Dyer-Dowell and the History Center. They learned about 
what it is was like living in those time periods and how hard it 
really was. They learned how Nevada came to be and who some of 
the pioneer families were.  

The biggest ‘gasp’ in all they learned, would be where they had to 
use the restroom. Another big difference they learned was how 
much school has changed. From a time where you truly did have to 
walk a mile, carrying your lunch and books; The older boys would 
carry water and firewood. They also learned how children back 
then were disciplined during school for various things, like talking 
or misbehaving. 
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Evergreen Lane is a beautiful place to hold your special event. These couples were recently married on the 
Historical Property.  So happy for the lucky couples, who each had a unique way to say “I do!” 

  

Newsletter by Email 
If we have your email address, we will be sending out this newsletter by email as a PDF. You are helping 
your Historical Society to save money by going paperless.   We will still print a few newsletters to have 
available for handing out at the various properties. We will also let you know about upcoming events and 
ask for volunteers to help with these events. To update your email address or opt out of getting the 
Newsletter or notifications of upcoming events, you may contact Linda Wright at lmwroberts@yahoo.com 
and put “Nevada Community Historical Society” in the subject heading.  
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Weddings at Evergreen 

Planning an event? Need a beautiful place to hold it? The Nevada Community Historical Properties are 
available to rent! For any type event like weddings, showers, birthdays, get togethers, reunions, business 
meetings, service group meetings. For more information and to get a brochure with complete details 
and rates, contact the society today!  
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Marlys Swanson-Brehm 

Meet the Board Member 
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The Nevada Community History Center is open every 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month from 9 AM until 
Noon. If you would like a tour or to donate items, contact Maxine Harms at 515-382-6703. 

Dyer-Dowell Victorian House, 922 5th St, and Briggs Terrace/Evergreen Lane, 1204 H Ave, are closed for the 
season!  

Do you have family or friends visiting, we will be happy to give a tour at any location upon request. To make 
your appointment, call Maxine at 515-382-6703. Visit our website for more information nevadaiowahistory.org 
or check us out our Facebook page, Nevada Community Historical Society. 

 

 

I am a Nevada original! After graduating from NHS I graduated from UNI with a 
degree in Elementary Education and a minor in Special Education. I taught Spe-
cial Education in Marshalltown for three years. It was an honor to return to Neva-
da in 1983 and be part of this district as a teacher. I spent 24 great years teaching 
Third Grade.  

When I was a Third Grade teacher I became excited about teaching my students 
about the history of Nevada. I feel it is important for children to know of the peo-
ple that came before them to make the community what it is today. This commu-
nity has many amazing people and events in its history! It was at this time I be-
came involved with the Nevada Historical Society. I am so fortunate to have 
known and been encouraged by many people that actually started the Nevada Historical Society in 1976. We 
are so lucky they cared enough to preserve our history. 

I have two children: Caleb and Hannah, both Nevada and ISU graduates. Caleb and his wife Sammie now live 
and work in this area. They have one son, Owen. Hannah and her fiancé,   Jason live in Ankeny and work in 
Ames and Des Moines, respectfully. I appreciate the time I get to spend with them. When I am not  working, I 
enjoy reading, gardening, helping with events for the Historical Society, and quilting. My husband, Joe and I 
attend ISU athletic events when we are able. I also volunteer with various organizations in Nevada. I want to 
preserve Nevada's rich history for the future citizens. I believe this  is a great place to live and raise children. 
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Membership Drive and Renewal 

  
 

Join or Renew Your Membership Today - Members get the best deal in history!  

The Nevada Community Historical Society (NCHS) preserves our past, shares our stories and connects 
people to Nevada’s history. Your membership support helps us use the power of history to transform lives. 
It is an invaluable resource for Nevada and for those whose connection to Nevada is an important part of 
their lives.  

For the past 40 years the Historical Society has been dedicated to preserving Nevada’s heritage through 
education, promotion and restoration. We are an educational non-profit organization that relies on 
memberships, donations, grants and earned income for its revenue to operate. A strong membership 
helps the Society achieve our mission, as well as provide programs and services for all. It is vital to our 
efforts to assure that the past is part of the present and preserved for future generations, creating a legacy 
itself worth mention in the history of Nevada.  

NCHS is calling upon its membership base for much needed support, which is needed today more than 
ever. Your support helps us provide educational programs for school children, preservation of Evergreen 
Lane and Dyer-Dowell Victorian House, as well as preservation of documents, photographs and artifacts.  

 

We offer different levels of membership: 

 Business membership includes free advertising in the 
newsletter. Also can become a distributor of News From The Past 
And For The Future 

 Lifetime membership, both individual and family, includes 
being honored with a name plaque, which is displayed at Briggs 
Terrace and Dyer-Dowell Victorian House.  

 All members receive a quarterly newsletter that has events, 
history and other important information.  

 

The Society can always use help from volunteers for any number of 
jobs at Evergreen Lane, Dyer-Dowell house, The History Center or 
events, please contact us if interested. Members of all ages who want 
to learn and help record the past of Nevada, are always welcome.  

Your input, your volunteering, your good will, your donations and membership dues are very important 
for what we need to continue our mission in preserving Nevada’s cultural heritage.  

 

 

New Lifetime members, Dave Redix and Jan 
Gammon, holding the Lifetime Membership 
plaque.  



www.nevadaiowahistory.org 
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“Preserving Nevada’s 
Heritage Through 

Education, Promotion 
and Restoration” 

Newsletter Staff 

Writers—Maxine Harms, Jessica McManus Eyanson, Linda 
Wright, et al.   
Layout/Editor– Linda Wright, Jessica McManus Eyanson 
Advertising Sales– Bridget Dirks 
Printing– Lutherans for Life 

NEVADA COMMUNITY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

624 J Ave, Nevada, IA 50201 
Phone: 515-382-6684 or 382-6703 
Web: www.nevadaiowahistory.org 

Email: nevadaiowahistory@hotmail.com 
Facebook: Nevada Community  

Historical Society 

Current Board Members 
Maxine Harms, President Henry Corbin  

Kris Corbin, Vice President Jenny Helland 

Jan Sherwood, Treasurer Dorian Smith Myhre 

Marlys Swanson-Brehm, Secretary 

Bridget Dirks, Membership Dir.  

Jessica McManus Eyanson 

  

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY! 

 ——-$15       Individual Membership 

___$25        Family Membership 

___$50        Contributing Membership 

___$50        Business Membership 

___$100      Business Benefactor 

___$500      Most Honored Benefactor 

___$500      Lifetime Individual Membership 

___$750      Lifetime Family Membership 

Name( s) _____________________________________________    

Address ________________________Phone ________________ 

City ___________________________State _____Zip_________ 

E-Mail: ______________________________________________ 

Mail or drop off your membership at 624 J Ave, Nevada, IA 50201  

Our properties are available for public 
rental for various events. Call to request a  
brochure with complete details and rates  
at 382-6703 or 382-6684 

Business memberships include free adver-
tising! Advertise your business or become 
a distributor of News From The Past And 
For The Future. Please call 382-6684 for 
details today 

 Please renew your 

Membership today! 


