
NEWS FROM THE PAST AND FOR THE FUTURE 

Ribbon Cutting At New Museum! 

On October 13 our Society held a red 
ribbon cutting ceremony and cele-
brated the open of the museum with 
the Bonthala family.  Many society 
board members were in attendance as 
were many community members.  
Phil Page, president of the Society, 
gave a short speech expressing the 
society’s appreciation of the building 
as we move forward in our mission to 
preserve Nevada’s heritage through 
education, promotion and restora-
tion. See attached pictures to see the 
enthusiasm of the community.   
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Upcoming Events 

Mystery Murder and Dinner at 
Dyer-Dowell. Feb 23 or March 
2 at 5:00 pm . $25.00. Call 
Gwen at 515-520-1548 for 
reservation. 

Victorian Tea. May 11. Time 
and details TBA. 

Museum Open House. Feb 9 
and 23, March 9 and 23, April 
13 and 27. 9am-noon. Freewill 
offerings accepted.   

Open Houses. Sundays 2-4 pm. 
Memorial Day through Labor 
Day. Freewill offerings accepted. 
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Above: : Dr. Pandu and Mandi Bonthala 
cut the ribbon officially  opening the Soci-
ety’s Museum. 

Below: Pres Phil Page addresses community  
and Society members.  



the back of each of the news-
letters published. And I read 
from the newsletter, 
“Preserving Nevada’s Heritage 
Through Education, Promo-
tion, and Restoration”. 

May the ribbon now be cut as 
we enter into a new era of 
Nevada’s history.  

I invite each of you to  peruse 
the building and enjoy refresh-
ments. Some board members 
are present to answer ques-
tions.” 

Bonthala. For over 30 years 
this building was known as 
the Bonthala Clinic. They 
spent many hours here and at 
Story Co(unty) Hospital help-
ing to keep our citizens 
healthy. Now with this gener-
ous donation, their legacy 
lives on in Nevada’s history. 
Please shake their hands and 
thank them for this generous 
gift to the community.  

This building is now dedi-
cated to the mission of the 
NCHS which you will find on 
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“Thank your for attending 
this momentous occasion in 
the life of the Nevada Com-
munity. My name is Phil 
Page, the current NCHS 
president. 

The Nevada Community 
Historical Society (and I em-
phasize Community) board 
has had a vision and goal for 
some time to have a central-
ized, visible location in Ne-
vada where Society activities 
could occur. That was cou-
pled with a strong need for a 
place where the society’s 

curator and staff could properly 
utilized standards of the Dept 
of Interior to document artifact 
and other Nevada history items 
for present and future genera-
tions to enjoy and research. 
And also (it) was a desire for a 
place to house educational 
programs.  

Today you are witnessing a 
milestone in Nevada. The im-
portance of this building will 
increase as it is our town’s first 
museum. Here are the people 
that made this possible– Dr. 
Pandu Bonthala and Mani 

The former  Bonthala Clinic 
is now officially open as the 
Nevada Community Histori-
cal Society Museum.  Located 
at 624 J Avenue, the Mu-
seum will be open year round 
on the second and fourth 
Saturdays of the month, from 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon. A 
free-will donation is re-
quested. The Museum is also 
available for small groups at 
other times as scheduled with 
the Curator. Call the number 
below to schedule a tour. 

Currently the exhibits in-
clude Nevada’s Civil War 

history, the history of Reuben 
H. Donnelly Corporation, later 
known as Donnelly Marketing, 
and some history of the school 
system, including the Shipley 
School, Fernald and Milford 
School, as well as several 
smaller exhibits. 

If you would like to make a 
donation, or if you are inter-
ested in serving as a guide at the 
Museum, contact Linda 
Wright, Curator, at 515-290-
7939 or by email at  
lmwroberts@yahoo.com or 
Maxine Harms at 515-382-
6703.     

Ribbon Cutting Speech 

Hours Set at Museum 

Left: State Rep Dave 
Deyoe, Society Pres Phil 
Page , and Dr Pandu 
and Mandi Bonthala. 

Right: Dr. Bonthala 
charting with commu-
nity and Society mem-
bers at the open house. 

Below and Left: Donated 
display cases and Donnelley 
Marketing memorabilia and 
photos.  



ments, photographs, and if 
possibly a building and then 
present them historically accu-
rate. 

With the electronic revolu-
tion, written documents (hard 
copies) and photos on paper 
are going away so these may 
become harder to preserve. 
Buildings are even more diffi-
cult and expensive to preserve. 
To stay viable, buildings have 
to change to meet the current 
occupant’s needs. Do you 
return them to the condition 
when they were built or to 
when they were last occupied? 
All those changes are a part of 
history. 

Lastly, we should remember 
that  

history is what happened yes-
terday, not just years ago.    

I was raised on a century farm 
between Collins and Baxter.  
My mother and brother with 
his wife still live there. We 
had a Collins address, Baxter 
phone number and were in 
the Mingo school district. 
Talk about confusing. 

I moved to Nevada 21 years 
ago. I’ve been married to my 
wife, Barb, for 20 years. We 
have two children, Cody (10th 
grade) and Kelly (6th grade). 

Our home was built about 
1900 and has seen many 
changes over the years, addi-
tions and upgrades, but I try 
to keep the appearance of a 
house from that time period. 
If I wanted to live in a new 
house I would buy a new 
house, however, I do like cen-

tral heat/AC, hot/cold run-
ning water and electricity. 

I’m a member of  the Lions 
Club, Good Samaritan Fund-
raising committee, Nevada 
Historic Preservation commis-
sion, various church commit-
tees, and the International 
Edsel (car) Club. I also served 
on the Friends of the Library. 
I own the clock shop, Clock 
Works, here in town. 

I’ve always been interested in 
history. How did we get where 
we are? I think history is pre-
served in four ways: artifacts, 
buildings, photographs, and 
documents. Not everything 
can be preserved, but a sample 
from different times should be 
and organizations like our 
Historical Society are needed 
to preserve artifacts, docu-
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“..organizations like our 
Historical Society are needed to 
preserve artifacts, documents, 
photographs, and possibly a 
building and then present them 
historically accurate.”- John Beals 
on the role of the Nevada Historical 
Society.    

Are you one of the many who 
have been swept up in the 
Downton Abby series on IPTV?  
Then you need to make reserva-
tions to be part of the annual 
Murder Mystery and a Dinner 
event with us.  This year’s play is 
called “Murder at Aldbury 
Manor”.  Lord Strutbury was 
brutally murdered at his home, 
Aldbury Manor, and members of 
the household and family mem-
bers are gathering for the in-
quest.  We need eight players 
who come dressed as one of the 
characters.  Each is given a book-
let with information about their 
character and of the other char-
acters and information they must 
reveal during the evening.  Sit-
ting around watching, will be the 
guests who are also trying to 
unravel the clues to who mur-
dered Lord Strutbury.   

You can choose to attend the 
February 23rd or the March 2 
program.  The event is at the 
Victorian historic Dyer-Dowell 
home at 922 5th Street. The eve-
ning begins at 5:00 with appetiz-
ers and beverages.  After a few 
rounds of discussion a delicious 
dinner will be served with a des-
sert served after we discover who 
committed the murder.  It is a 
fun evening for adults of all ages. 
Reservations and payment are 
required by noon on Febru-
ary16.  Cost is $25.00 per per-
son.  Please call Gwen at 515-520
-1548 for reservations. 

Meet The Board– John Beals,Vice President  
It’s A Mystery 

Dust off your bowling ball and 
bring your friends to the Sports 
Bowl for an event sometime in 
late March as the society hosts a 
fundraiser with the proceeds 
going to purchase a new lawn 
mower.  As the details are final-
ized, look for announcements 
around town and on our web-
site.  Come for the fun and leave 
with a prize! 
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How fortunate Nevada is to 
have a one of a kind historic 
property in the middle of our 
town.  Nationally recognized 
Briggs Terrace-Evergreen 
Lane sits on its original 10 
1/2 acre site along with its 
carriage house, small barn 
and utility buildings at 11th 
St and H Ave. The property 
is also home to the Halley 
Schoolhouse and the Child 
Log Cabin.  The mansion 
incorporates ultra modern 
(for its time) building tech-
nology that is probably the 
first use of precast stone in a 
residence west of the Missis-
sippi River. It is unusual for a 
property such as this to sur-
vive with its outbuildings 
intact, and even more for it 
to survive with its complete 
grounds still surrounding it. 

The main buildings at the 
site were built in 1879 and 
have stood the test of time. 
However, after 134 years, the 
mansion is beginning to lose 
the battle and has reached a 
tipping point. If restoration 

NCHS Capitol Campaign Update 

efforts are not undertaken 
soon, the deterioration now 
apparent will become even 
more serious and costly to 
remediate.     

The Society, in its role as care-
taker of this important histori-
cal asset, is very well aware of 
its preservation responsibili-
ties.  A professional assess-
ment of the property has been 
conducted.  It confirms what 
is apparent from a close look 
at the property.  Deteriorating 
mortar joints and missing 
bricks allow moisture into the 
wall in such a way as to 
threaten interior plaster and 
paint and much works, to rot 
off the ends of floor joists, 
threatening structural collapse 
if allowed to continue.  Work-
ing with their professional 
advisors, the Society has estab-
lished steps necessary to pre-
pare Evergreen Lane to 
weather the next 134 years. 
Bottom line the complete 
project will exceed $1 million 
dollars. 

Losing Briggs Terrace-Evergreen 
Lane would adversely affect 
Nevada.  Today it serves as a 
living classroom for Nevada 
school children who see it near 
their school and go there from 
time to time on field trips or 
for community events.  It pro-
vides them an opportunity to 
see another way of living from 
another era. But it is not only 
school kids who go there to 
learn and enjoy the historic 
ambience of the mansion, 
building and grounds. Adults 
from Nevada, surrounding 
towns and those who enjoy and 
participate in “historic tourism” 
also come to Evergreen Lane.  
The State Historical Society has 
expressed interest in using Ever-
green Lane as a laboratory for 
historic masonry repair– a 
highly specialized art that uses 
material and processes from the 
19th century. All of these kinds 
of activities that bring people 
into Nevada from surrounding 
areas also bring tourism dollars 
to our local stores.   

NCHS believes Evergreen Lane 
is worth preserving and the 
money can be found to do this. 
It has been laying the ground-
work for restoration and en-
dowment campaign. 

THE NEVADA ROTARY has 
pledged support that will in-
clude a service project, proceeds 
from their annual fundraiser, 
and help raising community 
awareness  about the campaign. 
Their formal participation will 
commence this spring. To help 
with this aspect either with a 
donation ot to volunteer time, 
contact Phil Page at 515-290-
2974. 

THE STORY COUNTY COM-
MUNITY FOUNDATION has 
been fully supportive. They 
have provided a $2,500 grant 
that will be used to emphasize 
the endowment aspect of the 

By the time the next newslet-
ter is in print it will be late 
spring/early summer and 
many young brides and nerv-
ous grooms will be honored 
at showers and receptions. If 
you need a place to hold an 
outside wedding with a beau-
tiful garden and brick home 
with wide porches, then Ever-
green Lane is your place. The 
“mansion” is also available 
for inside weddings. Should 
you want to host a shower, 
but not in your home or 
can’t find a small meeting 

Homes Available for Rent 

room, then think about Dyer-
Dowell. This beautiful Victo-
rian home can easily accom-
modate 30 guests. It has a 
functional kitchen to prep a 
light lunch or make coffee and 
punch. 

In December, the Lutherans 
for Life rented the Dyer-
Dowell for their Christmas 
party. It included a tour since 
many did not know the history 
of the home. You too can 
arrange for a tour for your 
guests by calling Monty to 
book the day and time.    

campaign. It is essential to 
look to providing sustainable  
funds to care for the property 
for years to come. The founda-
tion has also provided a 
$6,000 grant to begin the res-
toration of the 55 large 
wooden shutters on the man-
sion. 

THE STATE OF IOWA  will 
help with two forms of tax 
credits. Any donation to the 
endowment side of the cam-
paign will provide the donor 
with a 25% back on their Iowa 
state income taxes. Perhaps 
some donors will consider 
forwarding that windfall into 
the bricks and mortar side of 
the campaign. A second way 
the State of Iowa will help is 
with historic preservation tax 
credits that the NSHS will be 
able to use as a significant 
financing tool for the restora-
tion work needed– possibly as 
much as $250,000. 

THE TOPE COMMUNITY 
TRUST distribution commit-
tee has pledged support for 
the restoration campaign and 
for the endowment campaign. 
The Tope Trust will match 
every dollar raised for restora-
tion $1 for $1 up to a maxi-
mum of $500,000. Further 
they have pledged to match 
endowment funds by the same 
ratio up to $150,000. They 
have already matched funds 
from the Story County Com-
munity Foundation and when 
an additional $6,000 is do-
nated, work on the shutters 
will begin.       

These are all great first steps. 
Nevadans need to join forces 
in providing the remaining 
portion of the campaign goal 
if we are to take advantage of 
matching funds and tax cred-
its.              



Thank You to the 2013 Members -You Make It 
Possible For Us To Carry Out Our Mission!   

Ray Lounsberry 

Ralph and Carolyn Manning 

Barb and Phil O’Donnell 

Joe and Barb Toot  

James and Madeleine Walker 

 

FAMILY MEMBER- $25 

Jack and Marilyn Argotsinger 

Bill and Sue Atkinson 

John and Barb Beals 

Kris and Deb Corbin 

Dick and JoAnn Couser 

Keith and Denise Davis 

Scott and Tracy Ellingson 

Chris and Gwen Foster 

Jim and Jan Gammon 

Don and Henrietta Hale 

Ron and Diana Haley 

Dean and Marcia Handsaker 

Michael and Maxine Harms  

Randy and Liz Hertz 

Ron and Gloria Jacobson 

Marlin and Shirley Klonglan 

Pete and Linda Korsching 

Greg and Carol Madsen 

Stanley Peterson 

Richard and Shirley Pilgrim 

Neil and Marcia Rima 

Ernest and Marlene Ruhde 

Glen and Ethyleen Sampson 

Fred and Vi Samuelson 

Bill and Karen Selby 

Craig and Jan Sherwood 

Kirk and Vicki Stamper 

Vicki Tendall 

Monty and Sarah Woodward 

Marlys Wycoff-Swanson  

 

 

LIFETIME MEMBER 

Suzanne and William Ammerman  

Eldon and Marilyn Boswell 

JoAnn Charlson 

Dorothy Christy 

Bill and Martha Deyoe 

Jim and Claire Frevert 

Tammy and Gary Gardner                 

Georgeanne Grant 

Gearold and Edith Gull 

Jeannine Heintz 

Jamie Hughet 

JoAnn Hunt 

Arlo  Huse 

Barb and Bruce Kenney 

Orson Dutton Nady 

Phil and Paula Page 

Jerry and Susan Radke 

Dennis and Kathy Skinner 

Richard Tarman 

          

BUSINESS BENEFACTOR -$100 

Awesome Results  

Bacon Funeral Home 

Central Iowa Building Systems   

Chet Ryan Mortuary 

Fitness Advantage 

Hawcott Lawn Service 

Hertz Farm Management 

Allen Kockler Accountant 

Lutherans for Life 

Nevada Chamber of Commerce 

Nevada Hardware 

Nu Cara Pharmacy 

Olberding Law Office 

Parkview Pharmacy 

Samson Plumbing, Heating, Electric 

Stuff Enough for Us 

US Bank  

Vincent Trucking 

BUSINESS MEMBER—$50 

Big 8 Tyre 

Block Party Studio 

Clockworks 

Cyclone Awards and Engraving 

First Federal Savings 

Frideres Chiropractic 

G L Foster Artworks 

Hair Care on Fifth  

Hair Zone 

J Ave Barber 

Jordening Law Office 

Juliann’s 

Main St Studio 

Marc Olson-Hunziker 

Midwest Insurance 

MiCasita 

Nevada Journal 

Nevada Monument 

The Rusty Razor 

Parker Law Firm 

Rebarcak Family Chiropractic 

S & M Appliance 

Skinner & Associates 

Sports Bowl  

Subway of Nevada 

 

BENEFACTOR $100 

Carl and Judy Allen 

Clifford and Judy Farthing 

Paul and Freddy Welty 

 

CONTRIBUTING MEMBER-  

 $50                      

Marlene and Les Anderson 

Nancy Alice Boardman  

Donald and Verla Fitzgerald 

Bob and Gwen Frese  

Mervin and Ilene Jennings 

Bill and Georgiann Koeder   

Page 5 

 

INDIVIDUAL  MEMBER -
$15 

Shirley Calhoun  

Judy Chance 

J Patrick Fitzgerald 

Robert Given 

Lowell Highby 

Robert Kruse 

Cecilia Landis 

Jane Nading 

Robert Olson 

Mary Pevestorf 

Jane Punke 

Patty Rewerts 

Kay Rierson 

Vivian Wilkening 

Linda Wright 

 

LIFETIME MEMBERS WE 

HAVE LOST 

Jim Christy 

Naomi Cook 

Hannah Dowell 

Harold and Marjorie Fawcett  

Gerald Grant 

Adrian Heintz 

Carl and Marg Hertz 

Alice Huse 

Marg Lehnhardt 

Betty Mehlow 

John and Billie Miller 

Don and Vivian Nelson 

Elmer Paul 
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 Contact by EMAIL!  

Shop NCHS for Gifts  

New Board Elected at Annual Meeting 

Keep the Historical Society 
in mind when you are shop-
ping for that hard-to-buy-for 
person! We have 2 books we 
have published: Pictures 
from the Past and Voices 
from the Past. They are $35 
and $50, respectively. We 
have $5 sets of note cards 
featuring the historical build-
ings and $10 DVD’s of the 
1953 Centennial Celebra-
tion.  

On October 14th at Ever-
green Lane, community 
members were entertained 
as five early murdered vic-
tims told their stories. 

Following the presentation 
the annual meeting was 
held. As Phil Page turned 
the presidency over to Kris 
Corbin, Page expressed his 
appreciation of the commu-
nity supporting all the ac-
tivities that were held in the 
past year. He reminded the 
crowd of the impact he 
hopes the new museum will 
have on the society, but 
importantly for the preser-
vation of the community, 
Maxine Harms reported 
that over 1,000 hours of 

Pavers and bricks are a great 
way to honor someone or adver-
tise your business.  

These are available in different 
sizes and prices. The brick patio 
is located near the SE corner of 
the Evergreen Lane/Briggs Ter-
race home. 

We also have T-shirts featuring 
Evergreen Lane. Currently we 
have adult sizes M-4X in stock 
for $12.   

All purchases support NCHS , 
their properties and activities. 
Stop by an event, tour day, or 
make an appointment to shop.      

 The Society has a new look to 
their website. We hope with 
the help of Kris Corbin, the 
new  NCHS president and 

New Website Look   

volunteer time was clocked 
this past year. Many of 
these hours were in lawn 
care, cleaning and prepar-
ing the new museum, and 
by members working on 
grant writing and fundrais-
ing. 

New board members 
elected that night were 
Henry Corbin, Michael 
Harms, and Phil O’Don-
nell. 

Those going off the board 
were Maxine Harms, 
JoAnn Hunt, Paula Page 
and Phil Page. 

One position remains 
open if anyone is inter-
ested in serving a two year 
term.      

Above: 2012-13 Society Board, left to 
right: Gwen Foster-Secretary, John 
Beals–Vice President,  Linda Wright-
Curator, Kris Corbin-President, Jan 
Sherwood-Treasurer, Michael Harms, 
Phil O’Donnell, Henry Corbin.  

technology coordinator at 
the Collins-Maxwell 
Schools, you can log on and 
see what events are on the 
calendar and find pictures 
of past events. 

Although we still need to 
include an picture of our new 
museum we like the new 
look.  

Please share your email with 
us and  we can send this news-
letter by email instead of hard 
copy. (We won’t give out our 
list to other organizations.)  

Also, we can send event re-
minders  and allow members 
to sign up for events prior to  
the general public. 

Just add your email address to 
your 2013 membership re-
newal.  If already renewed, 
please email Maxine Harms at 
maxharms@aol.com with your 
email address and a request 
for a newsletter, reminder, 
and/or event signup informa-
tion.  

If you need a hard copy news-
letter or additional copies for 
your business or private use, 
please send Maxine an email 
with that request.  Thanks! 

We thank Lowell Highby for 
his many years of managing 
the old website. Find us at 
www.nevadaiowahistory.org.    



DOWNTOWN FEATURE:  Former Farmer’s Bank  

It was in 1891 that the children 
of the two bankers in town 
would wed.  Lida Briggs would 
marry Jay G. Dutton and six 
years later Jay G. Dutton and 
his associate J.A. King acquired 
Briggs’ interest in the Farmers 
Bank.  Dutton would become 
the president and Otis Briggs, 
Sr. served as honorary vice presi-
dent.  The Duttons would sell 
the building in 1927 to the 
reorganized Farmers Trust and 
Savings Bank.  Dutton would 
serve as president until his 
death in 1928.  During the 
banking crisis of the 1930s saw 
the Farmers Trust and Saving 
Bank close and in 1934 the 
building was transferred to the 
newly organized Nevada Na-
tional Bank. By 1936 this bank 
is the only full service bank in 
town.  S. M. McHose was presi-
dent of the bank.  Currently, 
the building is owed by the 
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McHose family and has been 
home to several businesses.   

 

Doctor Frank Conner, a doctor 
from the 1890s through the 
1940s had an office in the build-
ing and when his son, John, re-
turned after serving in WWII he 
also practiced medicine with his 
father.  It is said the Dr. John had 
his patients with high blood pres-
sure to arrive 30 minutes before 
their appointment since the 
climb up the stairs would raise 
their blood pressure.  Lillian’s 
Beauty Shop moved in after Dr. 
Connor moved to the Darner 
building at 616 J Avenue.  Other 
businesses included Frank In-
gall’s Photography in the 1930s, 
Dr. Parrish, veterinarian after 
Ingall moved out.  Allen Kockler 
Co in 1969 occupied the office 
space for his accounting firm.  
Rec-Check also had a space.  

Bank Has Ties to Evergreen Lane   

Lida Briggs Dutton lived at 
Evergreen Lane/Briggs Terrace 
as a child and then later as the 
wife of Jay Dutton. Both fami-
lies were in banking. Jay later 
became the president of the 
Farmer’s Bank and Otis Briggs, 
Sr.  as an honorary vice presi-
dent. 

 Let’s take a closer look at the 
building at 1018 6th Street or 
formerly 413 Lynn Street. The 
building is the former Farmers 
Bank and it was constructed 
between 1916 and 1926.  This 
building actually replaced a for-
mer Italianate Style bank build-
ing.  Once again this building 
had ties to Ottis Briggs, builder 
of Evergreen Lane.  Briggs had 
settled in Nevada around 1857 
and had opened a drug store and 
invested in real estate.  Then 
about 1870 he added banking 
and sold his drug store to his 
brother Samuel. (You can see 
bottles with the Briggs name on 
them in the new museum.)  The 
bank, called Farmers Bank from 
the beginning, added as a part-
ner, in 1882, Jay A. King.   The 
other bank active at this time was 
owned by O.B. Dutton. 

 

 

The building is a classical 
Revival Style constructed of 
brick and limestone tiles.  
The north end entrance has 
the semicircular fanlight over 
the door and beveled stone 
panels.  The second entrance 
that leads to the second floor 
has a 4-light transom with 
carved stone design in the 
panel above the transom.  A 
simple stone beltcourse ex-
tends across the full front of 
the building between the first 
and second floors.  Each of 
the four windows on the top 
floor has a shallow, short 
wrought iron balcony with 
straight narrowly spaced bal-
usters.  It is a unique building 
and is important to the Na-
tional Register of Historic 
Places status of the Nevada 
downtown.  
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Jan Sherwood– Treasurer  Gwen Foster– Secretary  

Linda Wright– Curator          Monty Woodward - Coordinator  

Jane Nading– Publicity  Henry Corbin   
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Vacancy– Could be YOU!         

RENEW YOUR 2013 MEMBERSHIP NOW 

 ——-$15       Individual Membership 

___$25        Family Membership 

___$50        Contributing Membership 

___$50        Business Membership 

___$100      Business Benefactor 

___$500      Most Honored Benefactor 

___$500      Lifetime Individual Membership 

___$750      Lifetime Family Membership 

Name( s) _____________________________________________    

Address ________________________Phone ________________ 

City ___________________________State _____Zip_________ 

E-Mail: ______________________________________________  

Our properties are available for public rental 
for various events. Call our coordinator to 
request a brochure with complete details 
and rates at 382-6703 or NCHS 382-6684. 

Advertise your business or become a dis-
tributor of News From The Past And For The 
Future  by calling 382-6684. Business mem-
berships include free advertising. Please call 
for details. 


